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Clinico-economic study of the JACO robotic arm  
for powered wheelchair users with  

upper-extremity disabilities 
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Studies on disabilities performed in the United States (Trupin and Yelin 
1999; Anderson and Vogel 2002; Dutta et al. 2008) and in Australia 
(Rowell and Connelly 2008) found that approximately two-thirds of 
working-age adults with disabilities were not employed and that nearly 
80% of them wanted to work (Trupin and Yelin 1999).  

! Almost (97%) all participants believed that JACO would 
represent a significant tool for inspiring them for taking up projects 
that had been abandoned. 

! It is interesting to note that nearly 50% of the participants would 
be inspired into returning to studies or allowing to take more 
courses if they had JACO 

! Also, 26% would be inspired into returning on the workplace or 
that it would facilitate their current work. 
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In Canada, 75-90% of homecare is assured by certain members of the 
family, mostly women (Le Goff 2002). The economic burden of 
caregiving to economic activity can be due to the following: loss of 
income due to resigning from a job, reduced number of worked hours, 
unexpected leave of absence, or lateness.  
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